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WINIFRED FAIRFAX WARDER. 

The Committee of the Red Cross workers of Cairo was 
appointed to take appropriate action upon the death of Wini- 
fred Fairfax Warder, late Vice Chairman of the Cairo Chapter 
of the American Red Cross makes report as follows : 
Memorial to Winifred Fairfax Warder 

The Cairo Chapter of the American Red Cross has received 
with grief and sadness the announcement of the death of Miss 
Winifred Fairfax Warder, the Vice Chairman of this Chapter. 

Winifred Fairfax Warder was born in Cairo, Illinois, May 
22nd, 1885, the daughter of Hon. Walter Warder and Dora B. 
Warder, his wife. 

She attended school at the Bettie Stuart Institute and 
Saint Agatha's Episcopal School, at Springfield, 111., and the 
public schools at Cairo, 111., graduating at the Cairo High 
School, June 5th, 1903. She then entered Monticello Female 
Seminary at Godfrey, 111., from which Institution she was 
graduated with highest honors, June 12th, 1906. 

After her graduation at Monticello she took a supplemental 
course at the Hamilton School for Girls, at Washington, D. C, 
and later a course in china painting at the Sherratt Art School 
in that city. As an artist, she had rare natural gifts and the 
work she left testifies to her intense application and devotion 
to her art. She spent a number of seasons in Washington and 
enjoyed a large circle of friends and acquaintances in con- 
gressional and diplomatic circles. 

At the outbreak of the great European War she became 
deeply interested in the cause of the Allies and while spending 
her summer vacations in Canada she visited many of the mili- 
tary camps and hospitals of the Dominion to familiarize herself 
with the details of war work. 

In April and May, 1916, she enlisted and became a member 
of the First National Service Training Camp for Women at 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, near Washington, I>. C. Upon her 
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return to her home in Cairo, she at once entered upon the active 
work of organization for preparedness and war service. She 
organized the Navy League of Cairo, 111., and became the first 
Chairman. Early recognizing the great part the Red Cross 
was to take in the world war, she conceived the idea of or- 
ganizing a Chapter in Cairo in advance of the organization 
movement which afterwards swept through Illinois and the 
Mississippi Valley. 

She made the first application for a Charter and was 
selected as the first Chairman, a position which she declined, 
accepting the second place of Vice Chairman, which position 
she filled with honor and ability up to the time of her death. 

She was, in June, 1917, named by the Women's Section of 
the Illinois State Council of Defense as Chairman to organize 
Cairo and Alexander County for that organization. Her work 
was rapid and efficient. She received credit from the State 
Committee for having organized Alexander County as the first 
county organization in the State. 

Later on she was named as Chairman to organize Alexander 
County for the American Defense Society, a work she had not 
entered upon at the time of her death. 

She loved the cause of democracy and equal rights to all 
and was a worker for suffrage for women. Her work had 
been recognized and she was at the time of her death, a member 
of the State Committee of the Equal Suffrage Amendment As- 
sociation of Illinois. 

She was a member of the United Daughters of the War of 
1812 for Illinois, being Chairman of the Committee for South- 
ern Illinois, to mark the graves of the soldiers of the war of 
1812. 

She was an active member of the Cairo Woman's Club and 
had been repeatedly honored by being named as a delegate to 
both State and National Federations of Women's Clubs. 

In November, 1917, she was selected by the Canteen De- 
partment of the American Red Cross to go overseas in the 
Canteen service, but owing to a misunderstanding as to date of 
sailing, she was disappointed in her plans and her hopes to go 
overseas were frustrated. Having the one all-absorbing desire 
to do service at the front, she now devoted her whole time and 
efforts to war wWk preparatory to overseas duty. She studied 
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war work at the camps and hospitals of Canada, she took 
courses of instruction in Red Cross work in Chicago, and in 
1918 spent the spring and summer in volunteer Red Cross Can- 
teen work in Washington and New York. 

In September, 1918, she was selected by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Women's Overseas Hospitals, U. S. A., as a mem- 
ber of their Gas Motor Unit No. 1 to give first aid to soldiers in 
the trenches and on the firing line who had been overcome by 
gas or liquid fire. It was the most dangerous service to which 
women had been called. 

Rejoicing that she had at last reached the goal of her 
heart's desire, she sailed on September 25th, from New York 
on the French liner, La Lorraine in radiant health and full of 
patriotic enthusiasm for the work at the front in which she had 
so long hoped to engage. During the voyage over, she was at- 
tacked with Spanish influenza and soon became dangerously 
ill, arriving at Bordeaux, France, on the 5th of October, she was 
taken at once to the United States Military Base Hospital No. 6, 
where she received the best of medical treatment and nursing, 
but her disease soon developed into broncho-pneumonia and she 
passed away on October 8th, 1918. She was buried with mili- 
tary escort, in the officers' cemetery of the Hospital on October 
10th, the members of her Unit attending in a body and decorat- 
ing her grave with flowers. 

She had consecrated her life and her all for humanity and 
she had already won for herself recognition as a successful and 
devoted leader in her city, her county and her state. She freely 
gave her life for her country. The memory of her life and 
supreme sacrifice will live in the hearts of all of the people of 
this city and of her friends everywhere who knew her best and 
loved her most. 

Her name will be written and forever stand on the Roll of 
Honor alongside the names of those heroes who in this great 
world war have died battling in France for the rights of man- 
kind. 

The officers and members of the Cairo Chapter of the 
American Red Cross tender to Miss Warder's family their 
deepest sympathy and they make this Memorial a part of its 
treasured records. They will ever cherish in loving remem- 
brance and solemn pride the name and memory of Winifred 
Fairfax Warder. 



Your Committee recommends the adoption of the above 
Memorial, that a neatly engrossed copy of the same be pre- 
pared and presented to the parents of the deceased and that a 
copy be furnished to the press for publication. All of which is 
respectfully submitted : This 20th day of November, A. D. 
1918. 

Mrs. David L. Lansden, 

Mrs. A. W. Tracey, 

Mrs. W. F. Vanderburgh, 

Geo. B. Baker. 



CAIRO WOMAN'S CLUB PAYS FEELING TRIBUTE TO 
MISS WARDER'S MEMORY 

At the meeting of the Cairo Woman's Club, held at the 
Public Library, a beautiful tribute to the memory of Miss Wini- 
fred Fairfax Warder, whose death occurred in France, was read 
by Mrs. J. P. Schuh. 

Resolutions were offered by Mrs. H. H. Candee. Miss 
Warder was a valued member of the Cairo Woman's Club and 
prominent in club work in Cairo. 

The resolution offered and adopted is as follows: 

Whereas, our Heavenly Father has called to the safety and 
peace of Paradise one of the brighest and most loyal members 
of the Cairo Woman's Club, the only member who has given her 
life in the service of her country in the great war, now happily 
ended, gladly offering her youth and splendid talents on its 
sacred altar after months of preparation, and 

Whereas, such high privilege has been denied to the rest of 
us ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Cairo Woman's Club express its deep 
appreciation and loving admiration of this beloved co-worker, 
Winifred Fairfax Warder, who died on the very threshold of 
the service to which she joyously devoted her brave young life, 
unharmed and unafraid, and thanks God for her shining ex- 
ample of courage and devotion. 

Resolved, also, that the Cairo Woman's Club extends to 
her family its heartfelt and tender sympathy in our common 
loss and the assurance that her beloved memory will ever be 
cherished and her lofty ideals emulated in the hearts of those 
who loved and mourn her ; and 
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Resolved, that a suitable memorial be placed in the club 
room to perpetuate her sterling worth and noble character and 
devotion to duty. 

Tribute to Miss Warder 

"The period which has passed since the Cairo Woman's 
Club held its last meeting," said Mrs. J. P. Schuh, "on October 
2nd, has brought to the world a declaration of peace. The 
World War has ended. 

"As a nation, we rejoice. As individuals, we find ourselves 
regarding this new peace with pride. But that pride emanates 
from hearts that are touched with sadness, for the wheels of war 
have rushed onward, only by virtue of a great human sacrifice 
which lasted four years. 

"Now, in Peace times, we contemplate the Roll of Honor. 
We see there the names of those with whom we daily associated, 
in an intimate manner. We marvel that we did not more fully 
realize the purity of purpose, and the persistent patriotism 
which led our own men and women to the daring determination 
that placed their lives on the consecrated altar of national 
ideals. 

"This Club has the honor to announce that the name of 
one of its members, Miss Winifred Fairfax Warder, has been 
placed with a golden star on the roll of those who made the 
supreme sacrifice. 

"Her conception of duty during the war was so broad and 
farseeing that we found her organizing the Navy League, the 
Cairo Chapter of the American Red Cross, and the Alexander 
County and Cairo Units of the Woman's Committee of the 
Illinois Council of National Defense before we had felt the keen 
necessity for organized war service. 

"She thoroughly prepared herself for home and foreign 
service by diligent study and practical work. 

"When an opportunity was presented to her by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Women's Oversea Hospitals, to go to 
France with a first aid unit which was to serve on the firing 
line and in the trenches, she rejoiced. Lightly considering the 
great danger of her undertaking, she donned a uniform which 
was the outward symbol of her high purpose, and proceeded on 
her voyage. 
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"At the very moment of the realization of her visions the 
bugle call sounded. The summons came at Bordeaux, October 
8th, 1918. 

"She was laid to rest over there in France, with heroes and 
patriots; a military escort and associates of her unit tenderly 
decorated the hallowed ground where she lay, with French 
flowers. 

"Memorial Day with us will have a new significance which 
shall reach across the seas, to the little military cemetery where 
she lies. 

"To her family we extend the deepest sympathy, for we 
mourn with them. 

"We, as a Club, and as individuals, have sustained a 
severe loss in the death of Miss Warder, as have other civic 
bodies and the State and National organizations with which she 
was affiliated. 

"She was the only one of our members to achieve overseas 
service during the War ; her devotion to her ideals and to her 
country are typical of America's best womanhood. Her cheer- 
ful dedication of self to service is a radiant example for us, at 
this dawn of a new day. 

"The officers and members of this Club desire this tribute 
to become a part of the Club's records, and that the name of 
Winifred Fairfax Warder shall ever be written in grateful and 
affectionate remembrance in the Club's history." 



WARDER TABLET IS UNVEILED AT LIBRARY 

A Tribute of the Cairo Woman's Club to a Heroine's Great 
Sacrifice to Her Country. 



The bronze tablet given by the Cairo Woman's club in 
memory of Miss Winifred Fairfax Warder, w T ho died in active 
service in France last October, was unveiled at a meeting of 
the club held in the club rooms at the Cairo library. 

Over it hangs a beautiful photograph of Miss Warder pre- 
sented to the club by her parents, and on this was placed a 
boquet of flowers. The following touching words were read by 
Mrs. Candee in connection with the unveiling : 
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"Madam president and members of the Woman's club : It 
is my sad privilege on behalf of Miss Warder's family to present 
to you this beautiful picture of this beloved daughter, long an 
honored and useful member of the Woman's club. 

"We commemorate her precious memory and splendid sac- 
rifice for her country and for our safety and welfare, our peace 
and freedom from tyranny and oppression by placing under this 
beautiful likeness, which we will ever cherish and fondly revere, 
this tablet, a gift from the Woman's club to the City of Cairo. 

"May her noble character and brave deeds be an example 
to all womanhood and an incentive to the highest service we 
may be permitted to render to our city, to our country and to 
God." 

Mrs. H. H. Candee, 
Mrs. D. S. Lansden, 

Committee. 



TRIBUTE TO MISS WARDER IS GIVEN IN SERVICE 

PAPERS 

A tribute to the faithful and efficient services rendered by 
the late Miss Winifred Fairfax Warder, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Warder, who died in the service of her country, 
Oct. 8, 1918, at Bordeaux, France, was made public yesterday 
when her service papers were filed for record in the office of 
Circuit Clerk John Dewey. 

The papers were signed by Carrie Chapman Catt, president 
of the National American Woman's Suffrage association and 
Katrina Ely Tiffany, chairman of the Woman's Overseas Hos- 
pital committee. Miss Warder was referred to as a loyal and 
devoted member of the Women's Overseas Hospital in work in 
France during the world war, and expressions of sincere ap- 
preciation were tendered. 



WINIFRED FAIRFAX WARDER 

In appreciation; All Saints, 1918. 
By Isabella L. Candee. 
The Church and her country have lost one of their brightest 
ornaments and loveliest daughters in the death from pneu- 
monia, of Winifred Fairfax Warder at Bordeaux, France, on 
Oct. 8, 1918, on her way to service behind the lines. 
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From the beginning of the war Miss Warder's most earnest 
desire was to serve her country and she gave her life for it as 
surely as if she had reached the front in the dangerous service 
to which, to her great joy, she was finally appointed, after long 
waiting. 

Miss Warder was the only daughter of Senator and Mrs. 
Walter Warder of Cairo, 111., a graduate of the Cairo High 
School, of Monticello Seminary, the Hamilton School of Wash- 
ington, D. C, and the Sheratt School of Art. 

She studied art in the east several years, her efforts being 
given principally to the exquisite painting of flowers on china. 

At the beginning of the war she entered the Chevy Chase 
National Service School and took the thorough course of train- 
ing there. While awaiting an appointment for overseas under 
the Red Cross, she returned to her Cairo home, where she was 
the only and beloved daughter, and was actively engaged in or- 
ganizing the local Red Cross chapters for city and county ; the 
Woman's Department of the Navy League, the Woman's Com- 
mittee of the Council of National Defense, and other patriotic 
movements owing much of their success to her enthusiastic 
initiative and earnest devotion. 

Her great ambition was to go to France and after being 
disappointed in securing appointment under the Red Cross she 
entered a nurses' training school but found that would take too 
long for preparation. Finally, her opportunity came in the 
special war work of National American Woman's Suffrage As- 
sociation. After several months' preparatory training in 
Washington and New York she was attached to the mobile gas 
unit of the movable gas hospital, to operate with the medical 
corps of the French army, a very dangerous position. 

She was a devoted churchwoman from her early girlhood, 
and her last service before sailing was attended at old Trinity 
Church, New York, to hear the Bishop of Oxford. At that 
great patriotic service her beautiful voice rang out clearly in 
the old church hymns and her brave young spirit pledged itself 
anew to the service of God and country. She sailed the next 
Thursday on La Lorraine, the French transport, with her unit, 
reaching Bordeaux in safety, cabling the fact to her anxious 
family, but not mentioning her illness on the way across, be- 
lieving it to be only sea sickness and a heavy cold. She was so 




Winifred Fairfax Warder 
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ill on arrival, notwithstanding every attention from two devoted 
nurses and the ship's surgeons and friends on board, that she 
was taken at once to U. S. Base Hospital No. 6, A. E. F., in 
Bordeaux. Here she was able to write brief letters to her 
family, assuring them of her safety and hope of an early re- 
covery, not realizing her dangerous condition, but eager to 
press on. The crisis came soon after and she sank suddenly 
and died the following morning after every possible attention 
from surgeons and nurses, one of the latter dying a few days 
later from the same disease. She was buried in her uniform in 
the American officers' cemetery of the hospital. Borne to her 
final rest by men in khaki, covered with the flowers she so loved 
in life, attended by all the unit that came with her to France, 
her heroism is not in vain. Her parents and only brother are 
crushed by her loss, and countless friends at home, in Chicago, 
Washington and New York mourn with them. She gave her 
brilliant young life for liberty as truly as if on the battle front 
where she had longed to be, and was taken in her youth and 
beauty to the safety and glory of Paradise unharmed and un- 
afraid. 



CHEERFUL TO LAST WRITES THE SURGEON OF 
WINIFRED FAIRFAX WARDER. 

Comforting Letters Received by Parents — Wrote Them Day 

Before She Died. 



Hon. and Mrs. Walter Warder have received a letter, dated 
Oct. 1 at La Boitheyre, Landes, France, from Dr. Gertrude F. 
Brown, General Director of the Women's Overseas hospital, U. 
S. A., giving a full and particular account of the very sad death 
of their daughter, Winifred Fairfax Warder, member of the 
Gas Mobile Unit of the Women's Oversea's hospitals, U. S. A. 
Miss Warder died of pneumonia following Spanish influenza on 
Tuesday, October 8, 1918, at U. S. Base Hospital No. 6, A. E. F. 
in Bordeaux, France. 

Mrs. Brown states that Miss Warder was taken sick shortly 
after going aboard the French liner La Lorraine, at New York, 
on September 25, but at first treated her illness lightly believing 



102 

it to be sea sickness usually incident to a voyage at this season 
of the year. Growing much worse her companions insisted on 
her keeping to her stateroom. Thereafter she was attended by 
two trained nurses, one being with her by day and the other 
through the night. They called the ship's surgeon who advised 
with them and gave her medical treatment. From the first of 
October her fever ran high and she was very restless and uneasy. 
When the boat arrived at Bordeaux she was resting easier but 
was very ill, and as soon as possible was taken to the American 
Military hospital there. Here she was given every possible 
attention by the hospital surgeons, having a special day and 
night nurse. It seems that nothing was left undone in the 
effort to save her life, but when the crisis of her disease was 
reached on October 7, she sank rapidly and passed away at 
3 :30 p. m. the next day, as shown by the hospital records. 

Mrs. Brown in her letter says further : "I was in Paris at 
the time of your daughter's death. Telegrams are very slow 
here and I only received word in Paris on the afternoon of the 
9th, from Miss Griffin, our representative in Bordeaux. I took 
the night train and reached Bordeaux in time for the funeral. 
She was buried in her uniform in the officer's cemetery of the 
hospital. The members of the unit who came with her all came 
to Bordeaux for the funeral. Our men in khaki carried her to 
her resting place and we covered her with flowers. 

"The day before your daughter passed away she insisted 
on having paper and pencil and wrote you the enclosed letters. 
I am sending them just as they were given to me at the hospital. 
Miss Emmons, one of the nurses who took care of her, passed 
away this morning of the same illness. Miss Young, another 
one, is now in Paris and will write you. 

"Your daughter has given herself to her country just as 
much as if she had gone to the firing line, and I hope you will 
find some consolation in that thought. We have mourned her 
as if she were our own." 

The two letters referred to by Mrs. Brown were received 
by Miss Warder's family and were both written the day before 
her death. In the first one she says : "The reason you did not 
get a daily letter from me was because the second day the sea 
began to be very rough and I was sea sick. Oh, so awfully sea 
sick. No, I cannot say that I can ever like the sea. Well, we 
landed here at Bordeaux and another one of the girls was sick, 
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and she too is having a little of the after effects, but they say 
in a day or two we will feel better than ever before. You know 
we have a unit at Laboitheyre and they are coming for us in a 
few days : for the present I am very well taken care of in the 
army hospital. In a day or two will go to Laboitheyre. I will 
be in excellent condition by the time our equipment comes, so the 
doctor says: then look out for good letters. The unit will 
forward your letter always, so keep on writing, please. Don't 
worry. Many things are worse than sea sickness." 

In the other letter, written later on the same day, she says : 
"Getting better all the time, so don't worry. It will put me in 
better shape" so the Dr. says. He doesn't want me to write now. 
The girls and nurses from Laboitheyre come to see me every 
day. Good bye dearest, dearest love. Winifred." This was 
the last message which has reached the family. 

It would seem from Miss Warder's hospital and cheerful 
letters that she never realized the deadly nature of her disease 
nor the seriousness of her condition. 



Woman's Committee 
State Council of Defense and 
Woman's Committee 
Council of National Defense 
Illinois Division 
Executive Offices, 120 W. Adams Street, Mrs. Joseph T. 
Bowen, Chairman. 

Chicago, November 5th, 1918. 
Mrs. Walter Warder, 

Cairo, Illinois. 
My dear Mrs. Warder : 

The Executive Committee of the Woman's Committee of 
the State Council of Defense met today for the first time since 
the news of the sad death of your daughter Winifred came to our 
knowledge. 

Upon motion, the Corresponding Secretary was instructed 
to write expressing to you our deepest sympathy in the loss of 
your daughter, but realizing that it must be some comfort to you 
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to know that she gave her life in active service to her country 
in these times when such service is of the greatest value to the 
world. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Emily Washburn Dean, 

Corresponding Secretary. 
The above is a copy of the letter received from Mrs. George 
E. Dean, Corresponding Secretary of Woman's Committee, 
State Council of Defense and Women's Committee of National 
Defense, concerning the death of Winifred Fairfax Warder, at 
the U. S. Military Base Hospital No. 6, at Bordeaux, Prance, 
October 8th, 1918. Winifred Warder \f as the Chairman of the 
Committee for Alexander County. 



Women's Overseas Hospitals, XL S. A. 

Under the Auspices of 

The National American Suffrage Association, 

171 Madison Avenue, New York. 

October 18, 1918. 
My dear Mrs. Warder : 

As Chairman of the Central Committee of the Women's 
Overseas Hospitals, U. S. A., I want you to know what a loss we 
feel your daughter's death to be to France — nay to the world — 
as well as to us. 

She sailed for Bordeaux splendidly equipped to do im- 
portant work for the men at the front and she has died in the 
service of her country and for the cause of democracy as truly as 
has any soldier. She had agreed to face every danger, knowing 
the work would be dangerous, and she was prepared to stick 
to her engine and keep it effective — no matter what: That 
shows her spirit and we are proud to have enrolled her under 
our banner. 

The members of our Committee extend to you and Mr. 
Warder our sympathy and a very real appreciation of your 
great sorrow : May the fruits of this War justify all the terrible 
suffering it has entailed. 

Very truly yours, 

Katrina Ely Tiffany, 

Chairman. 
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The above is a copy of letter received from Mrs. Charles 
L. Tiffany, Chairman of the Central Committee of the Women's 
Overseas Hospitals, U. S. A., concerning the death of Winifred 
Fairfax Warder, at Bordeaux, France, on October 8th, 1918, at 
the U. S. Military Base Hospital No. 6. 



WINIFRED FAIRFAX WARDER POST TO RECEIVE 

CHARTER 

Word has been received that the application for a charter 
to establish a local chapter of the American Legion to be 
named the Winifred Fairfax Warder Post, has been approved 
by the Legion authorities at Washington and will be returned 
to Cairo in a short time when a meeting of the members will 
be called and the Cairo organization given its permanent status. 

Secretary White has addressed letters to every returned 
soldier in the county putting forth the purpose of the Legion 
and inviting every man who served in the U. S. forces during the 
war to join and make Cairo a leader in' an organization that is 
going to mean much in the future of America. More than two 
thousand discharged soldiers are scattered throughout the 
county and a big effort is going to be made in an attempt to 
make every one a member of the Legion. 

ARBOR DAY OBSERVED 

Arbor day was observed in Cairo, the Cairo Woman's club 
and the Cairo high school holding impressive exercises at the 
park at the intersection of Walnut street and Holbrook avenue. 
Two trees were planted, one by the high school in honor of Paul 
Clendenen and one by the Woman's club in memory of Miss 
Winifred Fairfax Warder. Other trees will be planted by the 
Woman's club in Cairo next month, one for every Cairo soldier 
who fell during the war. 

Mrs. David S. Lansden gave a beautiful tribute in Miss 
Warder's memory which touched the heart of everyone present. 
Mrs. E. G. Kerth, president of the club, read an interesting let- 
ter from State Superintendent Francis G. Blair and a poem 
"Trees" by Joyce Wilmer, the first man of letters to fall in 
battle. Prof. George A. Peterson, of the high school spoke in 
memory of Paul Clendenen and his remarks were very fitting in 
honoring Cairo's brave soldier. The exercises closed with songs 
by the high school. 
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MONTICELLO SEMINARY— WINIFRED FAIRFAX 
WARDER, 1906. 

The tributes paid to Monticello's only Gold Star Alumnus 
makes known the high esteem in which she was held by her 
friends, church, and the different organizations, local and na- 
tional, to which she gave so much of her time and strength. 

Monticello has lost a noble friend. The class of '06 all 
through the coming years has much to recall in connection with 
the passing of Miss Warder. She was not always present at our 
annual gatherings, but she was a strong factor when she came 
home to the spot so sacred to us all. Too much can not be said 
for such a character, who so willingly made the supreme sacrifice 
and to the dear father and mother our hearts go out in loving 
sympathy. 

Her life was so complete and her passing resigned and love- 
ly, and may the stricken ones feel thr.t there is balm in Gilead 
— "whom the Lord loveth he chastenoth" and though the waters 
through which we pass be deep and troubled, they shall not 
overflow for the everlasting arms are beneath thee. 



